




Belonging Together:

• People Of Grace

Believing Together:

• People Of Faith

• People Who Know God



Baptism Information Meeting

Sunday 17th Feb, 5pm – 6.15pm 

@ The Welcome Centre

Baptisms

Sunday 3rd March, 6.30pm

@ The Welcome Centre



Belonging Together:

• People Of Grace

Believing Together:

• People Of Faith

• People Who Know God

Becoming Together:

• People of Identity



People Of Identity

Have you ever felt like a failure?

• Move on

• Fight back

• Bury it

• Give up

Rejoice in our identity in Christ



Ephesians 1 v 1 – 2:

“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints in Ephesus, 

the faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ.”

People Of Identity



Ephesians 1 v 1 – 2:

“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the SAINTS in Ephesus, 

the faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ.”

People Of Identity



Ephesians 1 v 1 – 2:

“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the SAINTS in Ephesus, 

the FAITHFUL in Christ Jesus: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ.”

People Of Identity



Ephesians 1 v 3 – 6:

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in 

him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. 

People Of Identity

In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in 

accordance with his pleasure and will— to the praise of his glorious grace, 

which he has freely given us in the One he loves



Ephesians 1 v 7 – 10:

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 

accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us. With all 

wisdom and understanding he made known to us the mystery of his will 

according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into 

effect when the times reach their fulfilment—to bring unity to all things in 

heaven and on earth under Christ.

People Of Identity



Ephesians 1 v 11 – 12:

In him we were also chosen having been predestined according to the plan of 

him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in 

order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the 

praise of his glory. 

People Of Identity



Ephesians 1 v 13 – 14:

And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, 

the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 

redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.

People Of Identity



Ephesians 1 v 3 – 14:

• Our PAST blessings – which come to us from God The Father

• Our PRESENT blessings – which come to us from Jesus The Son

• Our FUTURE blessings – which come to us from The Holy Spirit

People Of Identity



Ephesians 1 v 3 – 6:

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 

heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him 

before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. 

Our PAST blessings – which come to us from God The Father

In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in 

accordance with his pleasure and will— to the praise of his glorious grace, 

which he has freely given us in the One he loves



Ephesians 1 v 3 – 6:

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 

heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For HE CHOSE US in him 

before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. 

Our PAST blessings – which come to us from God The Father



Ephesians 1 v 3 – 6:

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 

heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For HE CHOSE US in him 

BEFORE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD to be holy and blameless in his sight. 

Our PAST blessings – which come to us from God The Father

HE chose US in HIM



Ephesians 1 v 3 – 6:

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 

heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For HE CHOSE US in him 

BEFORE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD 

TO BE HOLY AND BLAMELESS IN HIS SIGHT. 

Our PAST blessings – which come to us from God The Father



Ephesians 1 v 3 – 6:

IN LOVE HE PREDESTINED US to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in 

accordance with his pleasure and will— to the praise of his glorious grace, which 

he has freely given us in the One he loves

Our PAST blessings – which come to us from God The Father

HE predestined US



Acts 18 v 9 – 11:

One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on 

speaking, do not be silent. For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and 

harm you, because I have many people in this city.” So Paul stayed in Corinth 

for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God.



Acts 18 v 9 – 11:

One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on 

speaking, do not be silent. For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and 

harm you, because I HAVE MANY PEOPLE IN THIS CITY.” So Paul stayed in 

Corinth for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God.



“Whoever will may come!”



“Chosen before the foundation of the world!”



Ephesians 1 v 3 – 6:

In love he predestined us TO BE ADOPTED AS HIS SONS through Jesus Christ, in 

accordance with his pleasure and will— to the praise of his glorious grace, which 

he has freely given us in the One he loves

Our PAST blessings – which come to us from God The Father



William Barclay:

“When adoption was complete it was complete indeed. The person who had been 

adopted had all the rights of a legitimate son in his new family … in the eyes of the 

law he was a new person. So new that all debts and obligations connected with his 

previous family were abolished as if they had never existed”



Ephesians 1 v 3 – 6:

In love HE PRESDESTINED US TO BE ADOPTED AS HIS SONS through Jesus Christ, 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS PLEASURE AND WILL — to the praise of his glorious 

grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves

Our PAST blessings – which come to us from God The Father



Ephesians 1 v 7 – 8:

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 

accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us.

Our PRESENT blessings – which come to us from Jesus The Son

All the blessings of God come to 
us because we are “In Christ”



Ephesians 1 v 7 – 8:

In him we have REDEMPTION through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 

accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us.

Our PRESENT blessings – which come to us from Jesus The Son

All the blessings of God come to 
us because we are “In Christ”



Ephesians 1 v 7 – 8:

In him we have REDEMPTION through his blood, the FORGIVENESS of sins, in 

accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us.

Our PRESENT blessings – which come to us from Jesus The Son

All the blessings of God come to 
us because we are “In Christ”



Ephesians 1 v 13 – 14:

And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, 

the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 

redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory

Our FUTURE blessings – which come to us from The Holy Spirit



Ephesians 1 v 13 – 14:

And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with A SEAL, 

the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 

redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory

Our FUTURE blessings – which come to us from The Holy Spirit

• Security

• Authenticity

• Authority

• Ownership



Ephesians 1 v 13 – 14:

And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with A SEAL, 

the promised Holy Spirit, who is A DEPOSIT GUARANTEEING OUR INHERITANCE 

inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise 

of his glory

Our FUTURE blessings – which come to us from The Holy Spirit



He did it out of love

He did it for his glory

Why does God do all this for us?



Live confidently in his love

Live a life that brings glory to him

So how are we called to live?




